
Extensive fossil remains can be 
seen throughout Cape Range, 
which was formed on the 
seabed millions of years ago. 

Porites/boulder hard coral is 
the slowest growing at 1 – 3 cm 
per year.  Colonies can grown to 
several metres in diameter and 
be hundreds of years old

Coral spawning is how corals reproduce. At 
Ningaloo, this occurs around March each 
year, 7-10 days after the full moon

Megalodon (charcharocles 
megalodon) shark tooth at Cape 
Range.  This shark was up to 
18 m long about three times 
the size of Great White sharks. 
They became extinct about two 
million years ago
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Go for a snorkel on Ningaloo Reef where there are hundreds of 
species of coral and fish

Credit: Parks and Wildlife

Gorgonian sea fan. This soft 
coral is found in high current 
areas which maximise food 
capture by the coral polyps  

A leather soft coral with 
distinctive coral polyps. When 
the polyps are retracted, the 
coral has a smooth leather like 
appearance

Credit: Tony Howard
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