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Meet Kinky, one of the 300 whale sharks 
that visit Ningaloo Marine Park each year






The largest living shark growing up to 18m in 
length and 20 tonnes.

A very wide mouth up to 1.5m 
across which contains over 

3,000 tiny teeth arranged in 
more than 300 rows.

Three prominent ridges along each side of 
their body which can detect movement 
and vibration in the surrounding water.

They breathe by taking oxygen in by water 
through their mouth and out via their 5 large 
pairs of gill. They can dive up to 1,500m.

A broad, square shaped head 
with 2 small eyes towards the 

front. Their vision is short range 
and they rely more on smell.

Sensory canals around the head called 
‘ampullae of Lorenzini’ allow them 

todetect the electromagnetic fields 
of other creatures and also may 

act as a navigational aid.

Males have two claspers near the pelvic 
fin, which are absent in females.

A cartilaginous skeleton (which 
is like a human nose, not a 
bone skeleton) and no swim 
bladder (like other sharks).

A distinct pattern of white spots and stripes on a 
bluish-grey background with a pale underside which 
helps them blend into their environment. Each individual 
has a unique pattern.

Very thick skin (the thickest skin 
of any animal) up to 14cm thick.

Whale SharksWhale Sharks

Whale Shark Swim Contact Zone

Ningaloo Marine Park regulations 
for swimming with Whale sharks 

What do a manta ray and whale shark have in common? 
The two are (surprising!) closely 
related. Rays such as the manta (which 
is the largest ray in the world) are like 
flattened sharks with the gill slits 
and mouths on the underside of 
their bodies and their ‘wings’ are 
expanded pectoral fins. They 
both also have a cartilaginous 
skeleton and no swim bladder. 
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