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SUMMARY:   

 2018 Shire of Exmouth Australia Day Active Citizenship Awards announced. 

 Awards recognise individuals and organisations who have made outstanding contributions to 
the community. 

 

 
 

Exmouth names 2018 Citizens of the Year 
 
Bruce Watts, Kirstin Head and the Exmouth Volunteer Fire & Rescue Services have been named the 
2018 Shire of Exmouth Australia Day WA Active Citizenship Award winners. 
 
The announcement was made by Exmouth Shire President Matthew Niikkula at the Shire’s annual 
Australia Day celebrations at the Paltridge Memorial Swimming Pool yesterday. 
 
Bruce Watts was presented the Citizen of the Year award  
 
Bruce Watts is a local legend who has done a lot of volunteer work in town for over 20 years. 
He is currently captain of the Exmouth Volunteer Fire Brigade (for nearly 3 years) which takes up a lot 
of his own time and commitment. As well as coordinating the regular "call-outs" and team training, 
he also helps out with activities in town that require "Fires" assistance such as: 
The PCYC Slippery Slide event; the P&C Colour Run; car wash fundraisers for School visits to the fire 
station; Teaching safety lessons to students; delivering Santa to Christmas parties; and of course, the 
much loved annual Christmas lolly run around town. 
Bruce also has a busy family life raising four kids with his lovely wife Kylie and has often been one of 
the parent helpers at the athletics and swimming carnivals and other sports events. He even helped 
to coach kid’s football for a few years. He has built a great rapport with kids of all ages in town and is 
especially seen as a great role model and mentor for the teenagers, Cr Niikkula said. 
 
Kirstin Head was presented with the Exmouth Active Citizenship – Youth Award  
Kirstin is an active member of the Exmouth sporting community participating in both Netball and 
Swimming over the past few years.  In addition to competing as a member of the Exmouth Amateur 
Swimming Club Kirstin also volunteers within the club, assisting the coaching team with the training 
of junior members.  Kirstin continually excels in the field of swimming with Personal Best times and 
medal placings.  In November 2017 Kirstin was selected as the joint team captain for the Hancock 
Prospecting Pilbara Swimming Championships which were held in Exmouth.  Kirstin was also selected 
as the Vice-Captain for the Netball team at the Country Week Pennant Championships. 
Kirstin has previously been involved in the Shire’s Youth Action Exmouth team volunteering her time 
to assist with organising youth events for the local community.  Kirstin is a positive role model for 
young people in the community and demonstrated personal resilience in the face of adversity in 2017.   
Cr Niikkula said. 
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The Active Citizenship Award for a community group or event was presented to Exmouth Volunteer 
Fire & Rescue Service. 
The EVFB are a very dedicated, well trained, highly motivated and professional volunteer group that 
is always ready to assist the community in fire and emergency roles. They attend all motor vehicle 
accidents in their area. 
They hold events for fundraising like the AFL raffle, which money goes to training costs and equipment. 
Let’s not forget the lolly run that they do every year for the community as well as many other activities 
for community events. 
 
The volunteers give up many hours with their families and friends to keep our community safe. 
Thank you Exmouth Fire and Rescue volunteers. Cr Niikkula said. 
 
 
Cr Niikkula thanked all those who were nominated for the award for their valuable contributions to 
the community and tireless work. 
 
“Their efforts enrich our community and sustain our local sporting clubs, community groups and 
emergency services,” he said. 
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Photos available on request: 

 Award winners  

 Australia Day celebrations at Paltridge Memorial Swimming Pool 


