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Adults reach 14-15m long and weigh up to 45 tonnes - the 
equivalent of roughly 12 fully-grown elephants and their two 2 
lungs are the size of a small car. Females are usually larger.

The shape of their dorsal fins are unique to each whale 
and the markings on the dorsal fin and underside of their 

tails allow individuals to be identified.

The average dive is typically 5–10 minutes, but 
they can be submerged for up to 40 minutes and 

can dive to depths of over 150m. Often the first 
sighting of whales is the ‘blow’ which is their breath rushing 
out and can reach up to 4m high.

Long, knobbly pectoral fins which can grow up 
to a third of their body length. They have a 

bone structure similar to a human hand. 

Arched lower lip of 
a whale can often 

make it look like it is smiling!

Humpbacks are thought to live for 50 years or 
more. Scientists can estimate their age by looking 
at the wax plug in their ears. 

They have a layer of blubber 
up to 15-50 cm thick that 
keeps them warm.

They don’t have teeth but broom like 
baleen plates made of keratin, the 

same material as human fingernails.

A broad and rounded head covered 
with knobbly bump-like growths 

known as tubercles, which are thought 
to serve a sensory function. 
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