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At Ningaloo Reef, you can see Indo-Pacific bottlenose dolphins 
foraging and socialising in the shallow lagoon waters.
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A cheeky, playful young Indo-Pacific Bottlenose dolphin. Dolphins are 
born less than 1 m long, tail first so they don’t drown. They drink their 
mother’s milk for 18 months and start eating fish at 6 months
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A prominent melon on the forehead which contains oily 
fat and is where the blowhole (their nostril) is located.

Eyes are located at the side of 
their heads providing nearly 

360 degree vision. They have 
good vision both above and below 

the water and can see well at night.

Unlike a fish, the tail is flat which provides extra 
propulsion allowing them to swim up to 40km/h.

Sleek, streamlined bodies with dark to 
light grey colouring, fading to 
white on the belly.

Dolphins produce high-frequency clicks 
that humans can’t hear. They use these clicks in 

a sonar system called echolocation.

They belong to the group 
known as ‘toothed whales’.

A hook shaped back (dorsal) 
fin midway along the body.

Adults reach approximately 2-4 metres in length 
and weigh between 150-650 kilograms kg.

They are air breathing mammals so 
must come to the surface to breathe 
through their blowhole but they can 
hold their breath for up to 7 minutes.

A short bottle like nose which    
 is called a rostrum 

and contains 
pointed teeth.
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Spot the difference: Which dorsal fin belongs to the Indo pacific bottle 
nose dolphin? The fin at the front which is larger and more rounded. 
The other smaller, more triangular fin is their friend the Australian 
humpback dolphin

This dolphin has discarded fishing line tangled around its dorsal fin
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